
BREAKING BRITISH ANCIENT  LAWS 
 

Decide if the following laws are true or false.  
 
❏ It is illegal to carry a salmon suspiciously. 
❏ In Scotland, if someone knocks on your door and requires the use 

of your toilet, you must let them enter. 
❏ It is illegal to wear a suit of armour in Parliament. 
❏ It is illegal to gamble inside a library. 
❏ In Liverpool, it is illegal for a woman to be topless except as a clerk 

in a tropical fish store. 
❏ It is illegal to shake a rug in public after 8am. 
❏ In the UK a pregnant woman can legally relieve herself anywhere 

she wants, including in a policeman's helmet. 
❏ It is illegal to wear an exaggerated double ruff. 
❏ It is illegal to place a postage stamp bearing the British monarch 

upside-down. 
❏ It is illegal to walk sockless (without socks) within 100 yards of the 

Queen. 
❏ It is illegal to sing obscene ballads in public.  
❏ It is illegal to knock on a door and run away. 
❏ It is illegal to die in the Houses of Parliament. 

 

We are going to watch a video. Which of these laws are 
seen in the video?  
Which laws do you find appropriate? Which ones do you 
find stupid? 
Try to say the sentences using other verbs: should, have 
to, can, can’t, etc. 
 
 
 
Link to the video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDBzi0n9Fxg 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDBzi0n9Fxg


KEY:  
All these laws exist, and these are the ones mentioned in the video.  
 
Decide if these laws are true or false.  
❏ It is illegal to carry a salmon suspiciously. 
❏ It is illegal to wear a suit of armour in Parliament. 
❏ It is illegal to gamble inside a library. 
❏ It is illegal to shake a rug in public after 8am. 
❏ It is illegal to wear an exaggerated double ruff. 
❏ It is illegal to walk sockless (without socks) within 100 yards of the Queen. 
❏ It is illegal to sing obscene ballads in public.  
❏ It is illegal to knock on a door and run away. 


